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The Draft Development Plan 2005 Bhopal was published on 17-10-94, under the provision of
Section 23 (2) read with Section 18 (1) of the M. P. Nagar. Tatha Gram Nivesh Adhiniyam,
1973, for inviting objections and suggestions. The Draft Plan was exhibited in Directorate
Town & Country Planning, Bhopal Development Authority, Municipal Corporation and Of-
fice of the Commissioner, Bhopal Division from 17-10-94:to 15-11-94, for explaining the
proposals to the citizens. In all 1216 objections were received. The Director and the Addi-
tional Director heard the objections from the public, institutions, Government Departments
and other organisations.

After giving due considerations to all objections and suggestions, the modified plan was
submitted to the State Govt. for approval.

The Bhopal Development Plan, presented here has been approved by the State Governement
under section 19 of the Madhya Pradesh Nagar Tatha Gram Nivesh Adhiniyam, 1973 vide
Notification No. 3773-32-95, dated 9-6-1995 published in the Madhya Pradesh Gazette
Extraordinary No. 273, dated 9th June 1995.

The Bhopal Development Plan has come into operation from 9-6-1995 the date of publication
of notification in the gazette under the provision of sub-section (5) of Section 19 of the said
Adhiniyam.
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@
FOREWORD

Bhopal the nerve centre of socio-economic, and political life of the State of Madhya
Pradesh, a symbol of the most beautiful metro-city and the capital of the largest
State in the country, is assuming great eminence among the national cities of India.
The city's splendid toporgraphy is unique to give it a distinct personality and
picturesque urban setting in the global context as well.

Bhopal is growing at unprecedented pace during the last 4 deca&es. The city
planners have managed to contain its growth within its planned frame work except
with some aberration along regional roads.

The coming decade, as the city enters the 21st century throws, a challenge for the
planners. . To meet this challenge the city needs to be adequately equipped to
manage its growth to a 25 Lakh population city during the next phase of its plan.

The planners face a gigantic task to integrate the sub-cities and the natural
endowment with the modern city development needs into a wholesome entity. The
concerns of planning are clear i. e. (a) inhabitants are able to live in safe, self
contained lively surroundings, (b) the city should provide opportunities to improve
their economic capability and share the fruits of the modern urban economy, (c)
the city should function efficiently to meet the aspiration of its people.

Lessons of learning from the first plan BDP 1975-91 have to be gainfully utilized
to give new urban structure to the city which is capable of absorbing the modern
challenges in the field of urban planning. The task before the town planners in the
Directorate is gigantic.

I understand that in preparing the development plan the planning team has taken
cognizance of the restructuring taking place in the urban economy. The ideas
thrown in the last years seminar have been helpful to guide the planning team in
giving shape to the proposed urban structure, The effort to preserve the magnificient
topography is laudable. The development of Metro-Bhopal in terms of self contained
sub-cities integrated with the Bhopal Urban Complex seems to be appealing. I
am confident that through this plan it would be possible to preserve the pride, the

people of Bhopal possess. 6&
>

(K. S. SHARMA)
Principal Secretary
GOVERNMENT OF MADHY A PRADESH
HOUSING AND ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT
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PREFACE

Bhopal nestles in a picturesque setting. The vast expanse of lakes dominate the
city scape while the elements of Urban Heritage punctuates the sky line. The
relatively low rise development with dense vegetation that has taken place so far,
the physical features have substantially retained their original character. These
characteristics in totality identifies Bhopal as a beautiful city.

Bhopal as a capital city of the largest state, is a national priority city as identified-
by the National Commission on urbanisation. The pattern of future growth of the
city must establish a balance between conserving the critical, natural and Urban
heritage areas, based on opportunities and constraints evolved in the synthesis of
ecological studies of the planning area while optimising Urban Development.

A national seminar was organised at Bhopal to formulate guidelines for evolving
future city pattern. The recommendations of the seminar have been incorporated
to a desired extent, within the limitations of the M. P. Nagar Tatha Gram Nivesh
Adhiniyam 1973.

The proposals contained in this report lay emphasis on future city structure, the
process of plan implementation through active public participation, The organic
growth pattern has been honoured, incorporating the committed isolated develop-
ment in the northern part of the city. For implementation of plan proposals it is
preferred that large chunks of land are developed with necessary physical and
social infrastructure in priority areas, to ensure desired land supply.

The proposals are in the form of the modification of the adopted pian i. e. 1975-
1991 plan. This report is produced in 5 chapters. The first three chapters deal with
identification of the city in regional context, conceptualising of parameters of the
city development and delineation of a logical frame work for the plan proposals.
The chapter four details the development regulations in comprehensive manner
while chapter five details the options of plan implementation process, emerging
out of local aspirations and past experience. 4

The citizens of Bhopal, Govt. deptts., Regional chapter, Indian Institute of Archi-
tects, Builders Association, Chamber of Commerce had given their valuable sug-
gestions which were helpful in finalising the plan. The Directorate is indebted to
the citizens and the institutions for their valuable suggestions. The suggestions
were considered after personal hearing with a positive attitude and on the basis of
this, the plan has been finalised. The role of citizens and the implementing
agencies is most important. The implementation of the proposals by the develop-
ment agencies shall be critical for continued identity of this beautiful lake city.
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Chapter 1

Approach to Planning of
- the State Capital Bhopal

Planning and Development Context

1.1 Planning for a city is a continuous process. It involves initiation of change in the
regional, urban and neighbourhood context, 10 achieve development of the economy and
fulfilment of the aspirations for better quality of life and to absorb growth pressures. This
becomes a critical exercise in planning for Bhopal, whxch is the Capital of the largest State
in the country, and is one of the most beautiful metro “cities in the country. Today, the
development of Bhopal is at an important milestone as it enters the 21st century and fulfills
its strategic role as the capital of a rapidly developing state, occupying its place in the national
scene.

1.2 The Development Plan for Bhopal 1991 (BDP-1991) which was conceived in 1973-

75 will remain an important document as it was the plan for the city which envisaged the

comprehensive urban perspective for the newly formed State Capital.

1.3 The basic postulates of the Development Plan for Bhopal 1991 are reproduced
below-—

-— Integration of various units of "Bhopal Capital Region™.

— Development of Inter-city transportation and communication network to discharge
regional functions with efficiency.

— Give shape to the urban structure with the city functions being acqulred by Bhopal
in the process of its growth.






